The present work consists of the measurement of intrapleural pressures in patients suffering from various degrees of congestive heart failure and the effect of digitalization .on the same. The modified Lillingston and Pearson pneumothorax apparatus was used. The site chosen was the sixth space in the anterior axillary line either on the right or the left side. Diet, administration of digitalis, etc., were standard for each patient.
Results are tabulated below.
Conclusion
In congestive heart failure both the inspira- and expiration being ?14 to ?3 cm. water and ?10 to 0 cm. water respectively (Laha, 1946) . Clinical improvement after digitalization is associated with increase of these figures and vice versa. This can be explained by the fact that in congestive heart failure the lungs become cedematous which means they are less elastic.
After digitalization the pulmonary cedema disappears or becomes less and with it the pressure increases.
Correct explanation of the positive expiratory pressure in a few of the cases in the present series does not seem to be available. The degree of heart failure is reflected in the range of intrapleural pressures.
